
If you never shared your immigration status with your HUD housing provider before, you should not
give this information to HUD, your public housing authority, or your landlord without consulting an
attorney. If you verify your immigration status when you don’t have to, you could face eviction,
termination of HUD housing assistance, and immigration enforcement.

If you shared your HUD-eligible immigration
status with your HUD housing provider when you
first started receiving assistance, your provider
may ask you to verify this information again. You
must give this information to avoid losing your
housing assistance. Verification of immigration
status usually occurs when family members apply
for assistance or are recertified for continued
assistance. 

If you do not claim to have HUD-eligible
immigration status, you may refuse to give your
immigration status to your HUD housing provider.
You have the right to tell your provider that you
“do not contend” – that is, do not claim – HUD-
eligible immigration status. If you do not contend
HUD-eligible immigration status, you will not
receive HUD housing assistance for your part of
the rent. This means that you are not required to
verify your immigration status. You may remain
living in your home with prorated assistance.

I am an immigrant. Can I receive HUD housing assistance?
An immigrant may receive HUD housing assistance if they have “HUD-eligible immigration status.” An immigrant has
HUD-eligible immigration status if their status falls under one of the following categories: 

Can my family receive HUD housing assistance if some family members say they have
HUD-eligible immigration status but others do not?
To be eligible for HUD housing assistance, a family must include at least one family member who is either a U.S.
citizen or an immigrant with HUD-eligible immigration status. These families receive reduced housing assistance that
is prorated to cover eligible members only. Family members who do not claim to have HUD-eligible immigration status
do not receive assistance, but they can continue to live with family members who do receive HUD housing assistance.

I am a HUD tenant, and my HUD housing provider asked me for information about my
immigration status. Do I have to give this information?

Lawful permanent residents;
Asylees and Refugees; 
Survivors of human trafficking; 
VAWA self-petitioners; 

Persons granted withholding of removal; 
Public interest/humanitarian parolees; and 
Individuals lawfully residing under compacts between the
U.S. and Marshall Islands/Micronesia and Palau.

It depends on whether you have given your HUD housing provider your immigration status before.



If a public housing
authority, HUD housing
provider, or HUD… 

Then the family member who does not claim to have HUD-
eligible immigration status should… 

Asks the family for
documents to verify their
immigration status

Refuse to provide documents verifying their immigration status. The
only family members who are required to verify their immigration status
are the members who say that they have HUD-eligible immigration
status. 

Asks family members in
person about their status
or the status of other
members (front door, front
office, etc.)

Say that they do not contend HUD-eligible immigration status. They
should consult an attorney before responding further. They also have
the right not to provide any additional information or documents. 

Asks the family to fill out a
form about each member’s
immigration status

Check the option not to contend eligible immigration status. The family
should check this option for each family member who does not claim to
have HUD-eligible immigration status. 

You should contact a local legal aid attorney or tenant group for help. A local legal aid
attorney or tenant group can help determine whether the request is legal and how to
protect yourself and your family. 

My HUD housing provider asked me to verify my immigration status, and
they have never asked for this information before. What should I do?



If the form is missing the option to not contend, the family has the right to refuse to check any
box on the form for members who do not claim to have HUD-eligible immigration status. They
also have the right to write “I do not contend eligible immigration status” on the form. Below is
an example of this form and how it can be filled out.

I do not contend eligible immigration status



HUD receives the following information for all household members from public housing authorities and owners: 
Name, birth date, income, and employer name/job details
Which household members have HUD-eligible immigration status and which household members do not
contend to have HUD-eligible immigration status
Social Security numbers or immigration document numbers of household members with HUD-eligible
immigration status
The address where you rent with your voucher
Your rent amount

A public housing authority (PHA) or HUD property owner could share additional information with HUD if HUD
asks for this information as part of an audit or other investigation.

This fact sheet is updated as of June 2025, and is not intended to provide
legal advice. You should consult an attorney for advice about your specific

case. To find your local legal organization, go to lawhelp.org. 

DHS checks the immigration status of household members who say they have HUD-eligible immigration
status. To do this, public housing authorities must share the following with DHS: 

Name, birth date, and immigration document number of all HUD-eligible household members.
In March 2025, HUD and DHS signed an agreement to share additional information about individuals
who are ineligible for federal housing assistance. HUD and DHS have not provided details of this
arrangement.

What information do public housing authorities and HUD property owners share
with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)? 

What information do public housing authorities and HUD property owners share with HUD? 

http://lawhelp.org/

